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THIS IS A SUPER MAIDEN MESSAGE

25X1 L

HIGHEST POLITICAL AUTHORITY HAS DIRECTED THAT THE BLACK

SHIELD CAPABILITY BE DEPLOYED TO KADENA AB, OKINAWA, IMMEDIATELY.

I'T WILL BE USED TO OBTAIN CERTAIN PHOTO COVERAGE OF NORTH VIETNAM

WHICH 1S PRESENTLY UNOBTAINABLE BY OTHER MEANS,

THERE IS NO

INTENTION OR AUTHORIZATION FOR OVERFLIGHTS OF CHINA,

25X1

2. THREE A-12 AIRCRAFT WILL BE DEPLOYED ON NON-STOP FLIGHT

| TO KADENA, IF PLANNED SCHEDULE MADE GOOD THE FIRST

AIRCRAFT WILL ARRIVE ON 2Z MAY.

24 MAY AND 26 MAY RESPECTIVELY.

AS EARLY AS 29 MAY,

RELFASHG OFFICER

THE ADDITIONAL TWO WILL ARRIVE ON

THE RECEPTION TEAM WILL BE

DISPATCHED IMMEDIATELY AND~WILL BE IN PLACE AT KADENA BY 19 MAY,

THE FIRST OPERATIONAL FLIGHT OVER NORTH VIETNAM COULD BE FLOWN

IT IS PLANNED TO CONDUCT AERIAL REFUELINGS OF
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3. COVER IS THAT THE AIRCRAFT ARE EXPERIMENTAL TEST BED 25X1
VERSIONS OF THE YF-12A/SR-71 FAMILY WHICH ARE AT OKINAWA TO UNDERGO
FIELD TESTS. FURTHER DETAILS CONCERNING THE AIRCRAFT AND THE FIELD
25X1
TEST PROGRAM ARE CLASSIFIED.
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THIS IS A SUPER MAIDEN MESSAGE

1. HIGHEST POLITICAL AUTHORITY HAS DIRECTED THAT THE

BLACK SHIELD CAPABILITY BE DEPLOYED TO KADENA AB, OKINAWA,

IMMEDIATELY. IT WILL BE USED TO OBTAIN CERTAIN PHOTO COVERAGE

OF NORTH VIETNAM WHICH IS PRESENTLY UNOBTAINABLE BY OTHER MEANS,

THERE IS NO INTENTION OR AUTHORIZA TION FOR OVYERFLIGHT OF CHINA.

2. THREE A-1Z AIRCRAFT WILL BE DEPLOYED ON NON-STOP FLIGHT
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TO KADENA,

IF PLANNED SCHEDULE MADE GOOD THE FIRST

AIRCRAFT WILL ARRIVE ON 22 MAY. THE ADDITIONAL TWO WILL ARRIVE

ON 24 MAY AND 26 MAY RESPECTIVELY.

THE RECEPTION TEAM WILL BE

DISPATCHED IMMEDIATELY AND WILL BE IN PLACE AT KADENA BY 19 MAY,
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THE FIRST OPERATIONAL FLIGHT OVER NORTH VIETNAM COULD BE FLOWN

AS EARLY AS 29 MAY, IT IS PLANNED TO CONDUCT AERIAL REFUELINGS OF
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i. HIGHEST POLITICAL AUTHORITY HAS DIRECTED THAT THE BLACK
SHIELD CAPABILITY BE DEPLOYED TO KADENA AB, OKINAWA, IMMEDIATELY.
iT WILL BE USED TO OBTAIN CERTAIN PHOTO COVERAGE OF NORTH VIETNAM

WHICH 15 PRESENTLY UNOBTAINABLE BY OTHER MEANS. THERE IS NO

INTENTION OR AUTHORIZATION FOR OVERFLIGHT OF CHINA,

2. THREE A-12 AIRCRAFT WILL BE DEPLOYED ON NON-STOP FLIGHT

25X1 TO KADENA. IF PLANNED SCHEDULE MADE GOOD THE FiRST

‘AIRCRAF'I WILL ARRIVE ON 22 MAY., THE ADDITIONAL TWO WILL ARRIVE
ON 24 MAY ARD 26 MAY RESPECTIVELY. THE RECEPTION TEAM WILL BE
DISPATCHED IMMEDIATELY AND WILL BE IN PLACE AT KADENA BY 19 MAY.
THE FIRST OPERATIONAL FLIGHT OVER NORTH VIETNAM COULD BE FLOWN
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3. COVER IS THAT THE AIRCRAFT ARE EXPERIMENTAL TEST BED
VERSIONS OF THE YF-12A/SR-71 FAMILY WHICH ARE AT OKINAWA TO UNDERGO
FIELD TESTS. FURTHER DETAILS CONCERNING THE AIRCRAFT AND THE

FIELD TEST PROGRAM ARE CLASSIFIED, 25X1
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ARRIVAL OF FIRST A-12 AIRCRAFT AT KADENA

ON 22 MAY. PLS ADVISE IF ANY FURTHER BRIEFING INFO OR ASSISTANCE
REQUIRED FROM HQS. 25X1
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THIS 1S A SUPER MAIDEN MESSAGE

1. HIGHEST POLITICAL AUTHORITY HAS DIRECTED THAT THE BLACK
SHIELD CAPABILITY BE DEPLOYED TO KADENA AB, OKINAWA, IMMEDIATELY.
IT WILL BE USED TO OBTAIN CERTAIN PHOTO COVERAGE OF NORTH VIETNAM
WHICH 1S PRESENTLY UNOBTAINABLE BY OTHER MEANS. THERE 1§ NO
INTENTION OR AUTHORIZATION FOR OVERFLIGHT OF CHINA,
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2. THREE A-12 AIRCRAFT WILL BE DEPLOYED ON NON-STOP FLIGHT

TO KADENA. IF PLANNED SCHEDULE MADE GOOD THE FIRST

AIRCRAFT WILL ARRIVE ON 22 MAY. THE ADDITIONAL TWO WILL ARRIVE ON
24 MAY AND 26 MAY RESPECTIVELY, THE RECEPTION TEAM WILL BE
DISPATCHED IMMEDIATELY AND WILL BE IN PLACE AT KADENA BY 19 MAY.
THE FIRST OPERATIONAL FLIGHT OVER NORTH VIETNAM COULD BE FLOWN
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3. COVER IS THAT THE AIRCRAFT ARE EXPERIMENTAL TEST BED
VERSIONS OF THE YF-12A/SR-71 FAMILY WHICH ARE AT OKINAWA TO UNDERGO
FIELD TESTS. FURTHER DETAILS CONCERNING THE AIRCRAFT AND THE

FIELD TEST PROGRAM ARE CLASSIFIED,
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4. REQUEST BE BRIEFED ON THE DECISION

TO IMPLEMENT BLACK SHIELD. PLS ADVISE IF ANY FURTHER BRIEFING

{NFO OR ASSISTANCE REQUIRED FROM HQS. 25X1

END OF MESSAGE

25X1

M 25X1

FE DIVISION

N
o

X1

STATE DEPT 'S

PAUL N. BACALIS
D/SA

COORDINATING OFFICERS

RELEASING OPFICER TOP SECRET AUTHENTICATING OFPICER

(s} 15 PROHIBIT Ne
W’Oﬂﬁea@?}%&m&*& Rotgeggégﬁ 5001900015%1 7 o




